COURSE OUTLINE
Title:
Publications Lab

 


Course Number: J-215

Credits: 1-3
Date: September 2008



Institution:
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English Department – Melissa Jones, Journalism

Type of Program:
Lower Division Collegiate

Course Description:  

Provides students the opportunity to work as writers, photographers and editors on The Clackamas Print, the college’s award-winning student-run newspaper and its Web site.  No prior journalism experience is necessary.
Course objectives:

•
Help student editors, writers and photographers work as a team to produce a newspaper.

•
Emphasize the techniques used for capturing a story and photographs using information 



gathering techniques.

•
Foster an understanding of journalism ethics.

•
Introduce Associated Press Style and editing techniques.

•
Prepare students for interacting with sources.

•
Provide opportunities to write stories and photograph events on the college campus.

•
Discuss the rights and responsibilities of reporters in a democracy.

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

First credit: 

· Write news stories and take photographs for publication in the weekly newspaper.

· Work with a peer group toward a common goal.
· Set up and conduct interviews in a professional manner. 
· Write photo captions with few or no errors.
· Generate story ideas with an understanding of what constitutes news on a college campus.
· Practice ethical journalism in gathering information.

· Process advertising contracts. 

Second credit: 

· Produce at least one story per week for publication in the weekly newspaper. 

· Juggle multiple story or photography assignments at one time. 

· Interview sources off campus for story and photography assignments.

· Generate original story ideas. 

· Cover an event on or off campus.

· Solicit advertising from new sources.

Third credit:
· Produce multiple news stories or multiple news photographs per week with no errors in a timely manner on deadline.

· Use Associated Press style when writing news stories and photo captions.

· Demonstrate an understanding of copyright and fair use when collecting information. 

· Use public records in compiling information for newspaper stories.

· Write a story on a tight deadline, i.e. within four days or less. 

· Secure advertising contracts from new sources.

Length of Course:
11-33 lecture hours; may be repeated for up to nine credits.
Grading Method:
Letter grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass
Prerequisites:
None

Recommended:
Pass RD-090 or placement in RD-115; pass WR-095 or placement in 


WR121; pass J-216.

Required Text:
No text required.
Major Topic Outline: Not every student will experience every topic below; this list includes all the functions of the course.
1. News gathering techniques

2. Story idea generation

3. Journalism ethics

4. Associated Press style

5. Interviewing
6. News writing
7. Feature writing
8. Sportswriting
9. Editorial writing
10. Photography
11. Advertising sales
12. Copy editing

